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pleased, but that her husband was drunk, and asleep
in another Cabin. The Father continued, and asked, if
the child should die, if they would not bring it to our
house and bury it in our Cemetery; and, if it were
restored to health, if they would not give it to us to be
educated. She answered that her son was dead; but
that if he revived, as soon as he should be able to
walk (for he was only about six months old) she
would bring him to us. A Savage, who heard this,
ran to the father of the child and aroused him; having
reported to him all that the Fathers had said, he
answered: ‘‘ Though I am drunk, I understand very
well all that thou sayest; go and bid those Fathers
baptize my son; I know [254 i.e., 154] very well that
they will do him no harm; if he dies, it is because he
is mortal; if he recovers, I shall give him to them to
be educated.” The Messenger brought the news, and
Father Brebeuf sent to the river for water, while Fa-
ther de Nou& and the Interpreter knelt down, reciting
the hymn Veni Creator ; and Father Brebeuf baptized
this poor little one, giving him the name of Fran-
¢ois, in honor of St. Frangois Xavier, telling the par-
ents that they must hereafter call him Frangois, and
that if he died he would go straight to Heaven, where
he would be forever blest. These poor people gave
evidence of their great happiness, often repeating the
name ‘‘Francois, Francois,” and showing that they
had taken a great deal of pleasure in what we had
done. One of the Savages in the Cabin said that if
the Savage who had recently killed [255 i.e., 155] the
Frenchman, belonged to his tribe, he would have
prayed the Captain of the French to kill him, wish-
ing to give a proof of the love that they bore to all
Frenchmen. In short, the Fathers returned home at



